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June 2021
Dear Member,
The Friends’ Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 19th July 2021 at 7.00pm.
As the electronic AGM in 2020 ran smoothly and as future Covid-19 restrictions for the Arts Centre
are still uncertain, your committee has decided to hold the 2021 AGM electronically.
A voting card is attached. This allows you to vote on the resolutions you would voted on if we had a
face to face meeting. Please return it to us, completed, by 15th July 2021 using any of the methods
described in the attached letter from the Chairperson. If you have problems or queries please
contact Janet Brader on 07837 979732 or email friends@pocklingtonartscentre.co.uk
The main purpose of the Annual General Meeting is to enable members to consider the Annual
Report and Accounts for the year and also to elect the committee and Honorary Officers for the
coming year. All Honorary Officers’ roles must be filled: this is vital to satisfy Charity Commission
rules.

Isabelle O’Reilly
Charity Secretary

AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Welcome
Minutes of 2020 AGM and matters arising
Annual Report
Treasurer’s report and Annual Accounts
Lottery Secretary’s report and Annual accounts
Election of Officers

Annual Report 2021
This is the 20th Annual Report of the Friends of Pocklington Arts Centre presented for
recommendation to the AGM on 19th July 2021.
The Committee
Thanks go to those who served during the year: Janet Brader as Chairperson, Isabelle O’Reilly as
Charity Secretary, Angela Singh as Treasurer, Graham Gillyon as Membership Secretary, Sue Knill as
Lottery Secretary , Mike Dowd, Jan Goodall and Ged Leach.
The constitution provides for a committee (including the Honorary Officers) of not less than five but
no more than ten members. This year there have been eight committee members who have
continued to work as a team during lockdown. All committee meetings during the year were held
electronically, on Zoom.
Two of our long serving committee members, Mike Dowd and Ged Leach, have decided not to seek
re-election this year. Grateful thanks go to Mike and Ged for their many years of loyal service and
commitment to the Friends and to PAC.
I am delighted that three Friends: Sophie Hargan, Melanie Iredale and Bernie Morris have expressed
an interest in joining our committee and are seeking election at this AGM.
Membership
Membership at the end of April 2021 stood at 354. The committee is grateful that so many loyal
members have continued to support Friends and, therefore, our Arts Centre through this difficult
time caused by Covid-19.
Email contact
All Friends were notified during the year by email of events, many virtual, to be held at PAC and
other venues nationally, that may have been of interest to them.
Events and Fund Raising
Due to the lockdown, we have been unable to hold any fund raising events during the year.
However, we are delighted to report that we have raised £4,040.45 from selling washable facemasks
made in Pocklington by committee members. We also received £715.44 from Friends Lottery
proceeds as well as £6,245.00 from donations and subscriptions.
Charity Objectives
In meeting the Friends Charity objectives, we are pleased to report that Friends have made
charitable donations during the year. We have made an emergency Covid-19 support contribution to
PAC; made a contribution to the toilets upgrade in PAC; supported an outdoor Down’s Syndrome
awareness art exhibition and supported an on-line youth theatre event.

Thanks
Thanks are due not only to the individuals named in this report, but also to the many Friends who
have contributed their membership fees, made donations and purchased facemasks. Thanks also go
to Friends who have offered to volunteer in various roles at the venue, as well as delivering leaflets,
when the Arts Centre opens up after lockdown. Our appreciation also goes to the members of the
PAC voluntary Management Team who contribute greatly to the running of the venue.
Special thanks go to Janet Farmer, James Duffy and Sara Morton for their vision, commitment and
hard work in this especially difficult year.

Janet Brader

Isabelle O’Reilly

Chairperson

Charity Secretary

Friends of Pocklington Arts Centre (PAC)
Treasurer’s Report for the Financial Year ending 30 April 2021

Total income for the year was £11,001.33, of which £5,245.00 came from Friends’
subscriptions and donations. £1,000 was donated by Northern Powergrid, and a further
£715.44 was received from the Friends’ Lottery.

It was not possible to hold any fund-raising events in this financial year. Instead, over
£4,000 was raised from making and supplying face masks, for which a donation of £5
per mask was requested.

Outgoings for the year totalled £11,402.77, of which £10,750.00 was for donations to
PAC, as follows:
£5,000 for support in the first months of closure due to Covid
£5,000 towards the refurbishment of the toilets
£500 for the outdoor exhibition marking World Down’s Syndrome Day
£250 for the online youth theatre group, Thunk It.

As at 30 April 2021, the Friends’ finances remained in good order, with a year-end bank
balance of £14,020.41. Of this amount, a commitment to PAC of £700 has been carried
forward into 2021/22 for Singing with Dementia when sessions resume.

Angela Singh
Treasurer
1 May 2021

Pocklington Arts Centre Management Report
The interval is almost over and the second half is finally in sight...
I am pleased to inform you all that PAC will reopen to the public on Tuesday 20th
July with film screenings recommencing on Friday 23rd July - 490 days since our last
performance.
Over the last few months PAC's main focus has been planning the safe reopening of the
building, ensuring all staff are trained appropriately and making sure the venue has all its
new systems, resources and processes in place and working well. Feedback has been
sought from staff, volunteers and customers and this will be vital to the success of this
process. PAC's main aim is to ensure the visitor experience at the venue is safe, secure
and enjoyable.
Since March 2020 venue staff have been rescheduling a series of the venue's
forthcoming events into Autumn/Winter 2021 and 2022, transferring over 4000 tickets
and refunding customers for 20+ cancelled events. Throughout the closure period PAC
has been determined that it emerges from the situation more vibrant than ever and I feel
the venue's Autumn/Winter programme is testament to that commitment. 2021/22 will
see a fantastic range of live events being staged at the venue alongside PAC's trademark,
diverse mix of films, live broadcasts, exhibitions, community events and private hires.
Highlights include Grammy Award winner Loudon Wainwright III (September
24th), The Importance of Being Earnest by NTC Theatre Company (September 30th),
gypsy folk-rockers Holy Moly & The Crackers (October 16th), singer-songwriter Thea
Gimore (October 7th) former Bellowhead frontmen & BBC Radio Folk Award
winners Spiers & Boden (October 20th), My Voice Was Heard But Was Ignored by
Red Ladder Theatre (November 25th), broadcaster and author Jeremy Vine (November
26th), Welsh powerhouse Martyn Joseph (December 2nd), York diva Velma
Chelli (December 3rd), the Yorkshire Vet Julian Norton (January 18th), legendary
guitarist Andy Fairweather-Low (February 11th) and 80s icon Toyah (March 3rd). For
full listings please visit the venue's website and/or social media accounts.
2020 also saw the venue increase its online and external artistic output, staging 18
events to over 9000 audience members plus a series of outdoor exhibitions across the
region (All Saints Church, Pocklington, Hull Marina and the Tent of Hope at York
Vaccination Centre). It was felt vitally important to have continued customer
engagement throughout the prolonged closure period and the public response to these
events/exhibitions has been very positive. I am very much aware there is no substitute to

watching a live performance, in-person, and sharing this experience with fellow audience
members. Everyone at the venue is now counting down the days until the doors can
reopen and the whole team can welcome you back to the venue.
I would like to congratulate the Friends' Committee for their fantastic fundraising
initiative with the handmade facemasks. To raise over £4000, in such difficult
circumstances, is a wonderful achievement and highlights the committee's continued
support and dedication to the venue. I would also like to pass on my thanks and
gratitude to all the Friends who have retired from active duty over the last year, I hope
you all continue to enjoy the wonderful facilities we have here at PAC.
I would like to express my gratitude to all those members who have retained their
membership over the last year, your support was very much appreciated. Finally, I would
like to thank the Friends of PAC committee, Pocklington Town Council, the Smile
Foundation, Arts Council England, East Riding of Yorkshire Council and the Music Venue
Trust for their collective support over the last year, it has been a very difficult time for
everyone but their kind words, financial support and continued interest in all things PAC
has meant a great deal and helped carry the venue through these extraordinary times.
It's been a very long interval but I, along with James, Sara and the venue's Management
Team cannot wait for the second half to begin...
Janet Farmer
Venue Director

Minutes of Friends of Pocklington Arts Centre AGM held Monday
27th July 2020 at 7pm.
Attending (i.e. returned a signed voting card): Margaret Abel, Martine Bantick, Helen Binks, Gary Binks, David
Booth, Andy Bowden, Sue Bowden, Janet Brader, Jill Dixon – Carter, Ian Cole, Jane Cole, Sheila Derrick, Ann
Dowd, Mike Dowd, Jane East, John Eeles, Julie Eeles, Graham Gillyon, Lorraine Gillyon, Janice Goodall, Antony
David Harrison, Hazel Harrison, Terence Holmes, Patricia Hood, Richard Knill, Susan Knill, Ged Leach, Margaret
Leach, George Lister, Shirley Lister, Pamela Moulton, Isabelle O’Reilly, Christine Peak, Murray Roberts, Ann
Rudsdale, Nigel Rudsdale, Angela Singh, Ian Smith, Jane Smith, Les Smith, Sheila Smith, Tini Stewart, Margaret
Stubbs, Carol Taylor, Ann Theakston, Gail Turner, Polly Warcup, Kevin Warcup, Fiona Welburn, Gillian Wilson,
Christine Wood, Rex Wood, M Wright, P Wright.
Also in attendance: Mary Hiley, James Duffy
Apologies: Janet Farmer
1.

Welcome. The Chairperson, Janet Brader, welcomed the committee to the AGM via Zoom. She asked
the Secretary to confirm the number of members who had returned a voting card. The Secretary
confirmed that cards had been received from 54 members and all had paid their subscriptions. The
meeting was quorate. The Chairperson thanked all committee members for their work during the
year. She also thanked the PAC Managers for their work, especially during these unprecedented
times.

2.

Resolutions. The Chairperson asked the secretary to give the previously authenticated votes on all 12
resolutions. The results are shown below. All resolutions were carried.

Resolution 1
Resolution 2
Resolution 3
Resolution 4
Resolution 5
Resolution 6
Resolution 7
Resolution 8
Resolution 9
Resolution 10
Resolution 11
Resolution 12

That the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held
st
on 1 July 2019 be received and approved
th
That the Annual report for the year ending 30 April
2020 be accepted and approved
th
That the Treasurers accounts for the year ending 30
April 2020 be accepted and approved
th
That the Lottery accounts for the year ending 30
April 2020 be accepted and approved
That Janet Brader be appointed as Chairperson
That Isabelle O’Reilly be appointed as Charity
Secretary
That Angela Singh be appointed as Treasurer
That Graham Gillyon be appointed a Membership
Secretary
That Sue Knill be appointed as Lottery Secretary
That Mike Dowd be appointed as Committee member
That Ged Leach be appointed as Committee member
That Janice Goodall be appointed as Committee
member

The meeting closed at 7.15pm.
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